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Akira Kasai | Blood is o special kind of juice. | Kyoto Art Theater Shunjuza Kyoto International Performing Arts Festival
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“Words become flesh and blood, and these are made into a work of art.” Based an
the underworld written in the Kojiki, the Japanese record of ancient chronicles,
Kasai startlingly approaches the primitive roots of dance!
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Akira Kasai, one of the most renowned Butoh artists in the world, is back to Shunjuza stage where he
astonishingly performed Pollen Revolution eight years ago.

Ouring the 1960s Kasai developed a strong friendship with other Butoh founders such as Tatsumi Hijikata
and Kazuo Ohno, carried out countless numbers of performances, created his dance institute “Tenshikan”
[Angels’ Hall) and mentored several dancers such as Setsuko Yamada and Kota Yamazaki.

The newest work by this Butoh master, a leading figure for the past fifty years, is based on the underworld
written in the Kajiki, the Japanese record of ancient chronicles. It is a bold work of choreography that
strives for primitiveness: “Words become flesh and blood, and these are made into a work of art”.
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Blood is a special kind of juice.

The beauty of Izanami, princess fallen down to the underworld, is her being a vampire of words.

To spin the universal Moebius strip which claims that “the body is a work of art”; through the
paternal and maternal voice of the Japanese language, flesh is woven, words become flesh. Nothing
can be done butto keep producing, day after day, the membrane that separates lies and the truth.
All because the princess drinks the blood of a thousand people in one day. (Akira Kasai)
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Concept, Direction, Choreography: Akira Kasai  Cast: Akira Kasai, Reiji Kasai, Sho Terasaki, Makato Sadakata, Kentaro Kujirai,
Masahide Ohmori/ Stage Manager: Kiyonaga Matsushita + Karasu-ya/ Sound: Hiroki Tsunoda / Lighting: Tai Morishita
[Lightship) / Production Coordinator: Junko Hanamitsu [NPO Kaibunsha) / Produced by Tenshikan. Co-Produced by KYOTO
EXPERIMENT / Presented by KYOTO EXPERIMENT
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KYOTO EXPERIMENTIES5/S / OFFICE

TEL | 075-213-5839 FAX | 075-213-5849
E-MAIL | info@kyoto-ex.jp

WEB | http//kyoto-ex.jp
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